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Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships
for Foreign Scholars and Artists

«Will you be my supervisor?»

You are a professor at a Swiss academic institution. Foreign students and postgraduate

researchers contact you to ask if you will act as their academic supervisor and host

professor. The following information may be useful to you in deciding how to deal with

such a request.

«  The Federal Commission for Scholarships for Foreign Students FCS (abbreviated as ESKAS in German and
CFBE in French) sincerely thanks all potential academic supervisors for attentively choosing their candidate
for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship and for giving them careful support.

Scholarship applicants are looking for host professors \

» All Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships are supervised by a professor. Therefore the first step in
the application process for the scholarship candidate is to find a professor at a Swiss academic institution
willing to act as their supervisor for the scholarship and support the research project.

» The FCS encourages candidates to find their supervisor on their own for their scholarship research project.
There is no specific support offered in this bottom-up matching process.

» The supervisor evaluates the academic suitability of a candidate and must endorse the research
proposal (including the time-frame), which is a central component of the application.

» The applicant has to reach an agreement with the supervisor. The letter from the professor stating why
she/he is willing to support and supervise the PhD thesis or the (postdoctoral) research is a mandatory
element of each application for a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship.

+  Without such support the scholarship application is not complete and will therefore be rejected.
\ The decision to act as academic supervisor or not is entirely up to you, of course. /

The academic supervisor: —

A success factor and a role with responsibilities

 If you agree to act as an academic supervisor, you agree to supervise the scholarship holder during their
whole research stay (12 months for research fellows and postdocs or 36 months for PhD scholarship holders).
PhD thesis supervisors should do their utmost to ensure that adequate funding is available after the
scholarship so that the thesis can be completed within a reasonable timeframe (1 or 2 additional years
maximum).

 During the scholarship holder’s stay in Switzerland, the Confederation together with the international relations
office at your university and you as academic supervisor are responsible for them.

« As host professor you agree to integrate the grantee into your team and provide good research conditions
(lab space and access to infrastructure). With consent of the FCS, a supplementary salary to the scholarship
grant is possible up to a certain level. The scholarship cannot be used as top-up to an existing full employment.

« Field research is possible for PhD scholarship helders only and with accepted fieldwork request by FCS.
No co-funding by FCS neither for fieldwork nor for attending conferences.

» Not accepted as academic supervisors for postdoctoral scholarship applicants are their previous PhD mentors
and co-directors for the co-tutelle PhD at a Swiss university.

« Major selection criteria are the candidate’s academic profile, their research capacity, and motivation plus
the originality and methodological soundness of the research proposal as well as the quality and context of
supervision and the potential for future academic cooperation. The FCS recommends that you support 1 or 2
applicants per year only.

« The Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships are prestigious and highly competitive. The expected success
rate is around 15 to 20 percent.

+ A letter of sufficient scope from the host professor should describe the research proposal, the relation to
the candidate and possible future collaboration. A short CV from the host professor should be enclosed.

* Your thoughtfully drawn-up host letter could be the decisive element in the scholarship application.




Application procedure

Yearly release of the call in August. Preparation of application and submission in autumn. Peer reviews
of applications during winter. Selection and announcement of decision in spring. Swiss Government
Excellence Scholarships run from 1st of September each year.

Release of programme for 180+ Countries

Go to www.sbfi.admin.ch/scholarships_eng early August

i

Call for Proposals

Applicants get the application package from the Swiss representation
and start searching for an academic supervisor

this September

Submission deadline at Swiss representation

Note: This date varies from country to country. Applications have

to be submitted at the Swiss representation abroad Sepiember - December

By the Federal Commission for Scholarships FCS by the end of May |

Start of scholarships

At the Swiss academic host institution next September |

Each year since 1961 the Swiss government has awarded postgraduate scholarships through the FCS
to foreign scholars, now from over 180 countries. The following types of scholarships are offered: research
fellowships, PhD- and Postdoc-scholarships as well as Arts scholarships (for selected countries only).

Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships are awarded for a period of 12 months. Only PhD scholarships
can be extended (up to 36 months at most). For PhDs lasting longer than 36 months the academic supervisors
are expected to help organize a follow-up funding solution.

Once the scholarship has come to an end, holders are supposed to return to their country of origin.
Finding employment in Switzerland after the end of the scholarship contradicts the intention of the Swiss
Government Excellence Scholarship, which is to promote brain and talent circulation.

For detailed eligibility and exclusion criteria please consult the information online (see link below).

Further information
Can be found at: www.shfi.admin.ch/scholarships eng

Follow us Contact us Visit us
State Secretariat for Education, - rpra
@Swiss_FCS Research and Innovation SERI (=135 [s] :
International Scholarships ;".ﬁu‘ E o

Einsteinstrasse 2, CH-3003 Berne - _:.. ‘?.'; i
sgs@sbfi.admin.ch O,
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Confédération suisse Education and Research EAER

zione Svizzera

0 Schweizerische Fidgenossenschaft Federal Departement of Economic Affairs,

Confede

Confederaziun svizra

Federal Commission for Scholarships
for Foreign Students FCS

Swiss Confederation

Confidential Letter of Recommendation

for the Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship candidate

This letter of recommendation must be written by a professor under whom the applicant has studied or
pursued research in the proposed field of study. Please fill in electronically and print.
The letter is confidential and should be in sealed envelopes and recent dated.

Name of the applicant: Country:
Date of Birth:
Research Field:

Name of the Referee: Street:
Tite: Zip Code:
Academic Instituton: City:
E-mail address: Country:

1. How long have you known the applicant?

2. In what capacity have you known the applicant?

3. The applicant is among the best students/researchers (in %)

5% C10% i 20% - 30% . No assessment possible

4. Please evaluate* the applicant in comparison with other students whom you have known during
your academic career:

Excellent Very Average Below Not
Good Average | Applicable
Intellectual ability |
Knowledge of the field
Work capacity
Motivation to pursue the research
Seriousness

Potential for contribution in the field
Resourcefulness and initiative
Potential to work in team
Adaptability to new environment
Leadership qualities

* Your assessment may be justified and further clarified in your following explanations see 5).




5. How does the applicant stand out in academic and personal terms and how would you assess
his/her potential?

6. Of what significance is the aspired scholarship to the applicant's academic and professional
career and/or to his home institution?

7. Additional information that could be of importance to the scholarship award decision:

Place and Signature and Stamp:
Date:

2/2
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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Federal Departement of Economic Affairs,
Confeédéra 5 Education and Research EAER

Confederazio

Federal Commission for Scholarships
for Foreign Students FCS

Confederaziun sv

Research Proposal
for the Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship

The research proposal is an essential document of the application package. Based on this document the
selection Committee composed of University Professors will judge the academic relevance of the scholarship
project.

Your research proposal consists of seven parts and all of them have to be addressed. The text boxes are
limited to the number of characters stated (bibliographical references — see annex - are not included in the
limited number of characters/ pages').

Please devote all the necessary attention to this document.

Name Surname Date of Birth
Nationality Home University Home Institute
Type of scholarship requested Swiss Host University Swiss Host Institute

[0  Research fellowship
J  PhD scholarship
O PostDoc scholarship

Project title

Declaration by the applicant (please tick as appropriate, several answers are possible)

[0 | suggested this scientific topic, but | did not write this proposal.

0 My supervisor suggested this specific topic.

0 | suggested this scientific topic, and this proposal is co-authored with the future host supervisor.
O

| have written this proposal entirely by myself, and | received feedback from the future host
supervisor.

(0 | have written this proposal entirely by myself.

0 None of the above. Please declare:

Fieldwork planned (for PhD scholarships only; for PostDoc and research fellowship not possible)

O No O Yes. Ifyes,please indicate where (country/ region)
and for how long (number of months)

Applicant’s authentic signature NOTE: Sign the research proposal for your formally correct application

Place Date

' Due to automatic page break, the limit of five pages may be exceeded. Decisive are the indicated limits of characters.
1/7




1.  Project title

2.  Mandatory: Layman Abstract 2 in English (at most 1600 characters, blanks included)

3. Optional: Layman Abstract 2 in French, in German or in Italian (at most 1600 characters, blanks
included)

2 The Layman Abstract is a concise, clear, and brief description of the project. It should outline the problem, the objectives, expected outcomes, including
significance of the project to the field being studied and the importance of the host institution. It should be written in less technical language readable to

non-specialists.
217



4. State of research in the field in English, in French, in German or in Italian (at most 1 page, 4500
characters, blanks included)
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5. Aims, methodology and foreseen achievements (at most 1 page, 4500 characters, blanks
included)

47



6. Relevance of the project (at most 1 page, 4500 characters, blanks included)
For the home institution

(for PhD and Postdoctoral candidates: your last academic institution attended;
for research fellowship candidates your current institution)

For the host institution (in Switzerland)
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7. Schedule, timetable incl. eventual fieldwork (at most 1 page, 4000 characters, blanks included) -

6/7



Annex: References (works cited only)
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